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1# General 



The work of Abt VI C 4 \:oq the collection and evaluation of infm and the 
subsequent publication of regular monthly and occasional interne uic.te 
: eportc on Far Eastern political and economic questions. 

Until 1944 this v.nrk was performed by a small staff which, v.ltli one 
exception, lacked t. e necessary linguistic qualifications and background 
knowledge of the FAR EAST. .'it*: the sudden increase cf _ntorcst in matters 
concerning the FA Id EAST in autumn 44, VGIPAUCK, head of Abt VI G 4, 
enlisted the services cf a number of persons, chosen I* or their int irate 
or general knowledge of the PAIi EAS T, amongst v/ho *. v/as Prisoner. 

;,hat prompted Ax.it VI to evince this greater interest in the FAR 
EAST and to expand accordingly,. Prisoner docs net Icnov; • Being unav/arc of 
the existence of a revoked Ftlhrcr order to refrain from int activities 
viv-i-vis the Japanese ally, he advances two theories as motives for 
rising interest and intensification of production. 

a) The course of events in the FAR EAST and Japanese reaction to them nay 
have called for a closer scrutiny, born of a g rowing distrust, in vi err 
of the rapid worsening of G..3-IANT 1 s military situation* 

b) Personal considerations on the part of SCHdLLEI-ll JPG , v/ho was possibly 
intending to provide himself v/ith a staff of PAP EAST experts in case 
of his appointment to the pest of Foreign Minister, may have been 
instrumental In enlarging the Abt. It v/as veil known that 
SCr gLLd rTBERG opposed the foreign policy of von E35:2 r TPOP and that he 
himself hoped to secure ihis appointment* 

Whatever the reasons, the fo.ct remains that ir. autumn 44, the material 
submitted by Abt VI C L to higher levels appears to have been considered 
inadequate and the need for mere detailed end accurate inf .a v/as felt# 

2# Porso nnol of Abt VI C 4 

Prisoner is iynox-ant of the original organisation cf the Abt, and of 
any subsequent changes prior to his arrival. He joined together with 
..ILGIGRLING early in Oct 44 and found .3I3AUCH with hie wo assistants. 



Dr IEO and HEYEI4 In additi.cn there v:crr tv/o secretaries, 



- I?*-"’ 



ITLL ancl 



Frl Edith (aui-namc not ’;nov.n) , Shortly aftcr’.vardo ami in the sequence 
aentio-.xd ICLINGEHERCr, Dr KI3PEL and Pr '.;EE\ERT tool-: up duties. The 
secretarial staff was increased by Prl ZOBEL and Prl SOJuidR. In liar 45 
a police socrctary joined on the day vhen part of the Abt v:or. evacuated 
to i.L'iaCTPSD.VITZ . His nar.ie i: not loio.m. 



✓ 



The folio-. rin- rev. the officials of Abt VI C 4, v.hich -.vac subordinate ^ 
to G-ruppe VI C of Amt VI:- 



,ar, head of Gntppo VI C, raw* in lug only a 
/hi 1c (lee 44} after Prisoner entered tr- 
ie shoved little interest in the Abt. 
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RAPP Orir.ina.lly Abw, succeeded TSCHTJHSKr. He left 

- ••the Abt to its own devices, not from any disinterest 



kBIRAUCK, Peter 



LGO, Dr Jocm 



ICIHb'xiL, Dr Harold Came from Lohr Regt IJOpfeST after a short course* 
Before that he was instructor in Japonoso at the 
0K.V Interpreter School. A doctor of languages, 
he speaks fluent Japanese o.nd reads and writes 
Cl line sc , although he has never been to the FAR BAST. 
Ho became very onthusiastic a tout his work in the 
Abt, .onu, deciding to make it his career, ho took 
the necessary stops with the personnel branch of 
Ai:it VI shortly before the collapse, 

v. r as employed at the request of KIRFLiL with whoa 
she was friendly. SR. speaks end writes Japanosc. 

Prisoner knows little of him as, coon after his 
arrival, HDTf_Al was transferred to BRATISLAVA. In 
the Abt he had bee.: responsible f <5?' -i Thd?> lfc Chin 03 c 
agents, a task which was token over by KIRFZL. 

':,1 LC3CBHLINC- , Rolf Had some slight knowledge of the' FAR FAST, having 
b con cm .,i oyQd by a bookseller in SHANGHAI. Ho 
proved to bovof little value and v/c.o attached os 
LO to SEjI?L 3T, the representative of Asit VI in 
IftZiBUIiJ, towards end Jan 45* Frorr. that tine 
onwards nothing- v.ts heard of hin. 
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but because ho was actively engaged in the work of 
other Abts of his Gruppe , especially Abt VI C 2 
(RUSSIA) . 

SS Stub af and Reg Rat, Is believed by Prisoner 
tcTSavebcon head of ;he Abt since its inception. 

Before his staff was incroasod, he tried, unsuccess- 
fully, to offset the deficiency of suitable personae? 
by sheer hard work. V/ith the new plan of expansion 
ho had optimistic visions of a vast sk t./orlc of y 

V- and I-aon and Agents under the sole control t/ 
of hi 3 Abt. Ho left in Nov/Doc A4j rumour had 
it that he was removed from office for inefficiency. 
Nominally he was appointed LO between Ant VI and 
Amy Gp SOUTH, in 'which capacity he was to do six 
months service at the front, before boin_ promoted 
to Ostubnf and Ob Rog Rat. Ho was then to return 
to the Abt, and Prisoner deputised for him during 
his absence. 



V. r as with tho Abt froin .1942 or 19 A3* The outbreak 

of war between G13HLIANY and RUSSIA had proventod 
his return to JAPAN, whom he was manager of the 
propaganda dept of the German State Railways* 

Ho had an oxtensivo knowledge of Japancso internal 
affairs and personalities, having spent many years 
thoro; ho was a, graduate of a Japanese University. 
Ho spoalcs and writos Japanese fluently. 






KLII'fGABJRG, 




Werner An employee of the DNB, engaged by V'BIRAUCH on' 

^LEO's su. .gostion, as it wa s thought that he had ,--g. 
ood connections with the iiapanosc colony and J/dading 
' iponc3C personalities in GAIkLANI, having established 
30.ie contacts during the occasion of his stay in 
J /PAN as a. delegate cf the German Olympic Games 
Cor.nit too . 
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Frl Edith ? 

Frl Z0B2L and 
to&sLSOH^CR 

'•vjV/.V. 

VI-HWfl 

Police Secretary 



Secretary to Dr LGO. 

Secretaries to tho other mailx-rc of the Abt* 



He was intended for the registry and filing section 
and left for M/ilStrjEK.ITZ the day he joined. 
Prisoner roaoiAbors him ns an East Prussian, self- 
taught in Russian and Japanese, of v/hich his 
knov/lcdgc v/as imperfect. 



Thus, in spice of the infusion of new blood, only four pooplo in Abt 
VI C 4 had tho required background, viz Prisoner, LEO, ISJWjSL and A13INSET, 
Thoir qualifications were a cor.y.iand of the' language and a lcnovdLcdgo of 
Par Eas torn questions, ranging from sound to fair. The general attitudo 
can also be described as lore pro- than anti-Japancso, which, in tho 
opiniop of Prisoner, was a definite disadvantage. Their training vas 
academic and v/hat v/as la chin . in experience of work was made up. in enthusiasm, 
kindled by the pro spec ;s of getting missions to the PAR EAST. 




For 4 purely .military via t tors relating to the PAR EAST Abt VI C 4 
had its counterpart in Amt Ail with thc .nononclaturo of oithcr Mil C 4, 

Mil CO ot Mil CFO. At its head was Obstlt OKLETZ and other offrs with 
whom Prisoner came in contact were Llaj 3/U3CKTI2 and, in particular* 

Hpfei Dr PLAGE ahd Fw BISK^SffiJIDTi 

Hpto FLAGS A doctor of law, had lived 8-10 years in TOKTOj 

making a name for himself in the safeguardung of 

German patents, licences and copyrights and preventing 
thoir violation. He was Amt Hil LO to tho Japanoso 
military and naval attaches. 



Fw BI£LM5CrtEIDT A former merchant from CHINA; handled AST SHANGHAI 
— « **rn*v*tmmm*mmm* material at tiro BELZIG AT stn. 



Prisoner s tree see that, to all appearances, liaison and co-operation 
between tho two Abts was very good. 



Programme and Duties 



As in 1944 Abt VI C 4 had no direct sources of infm from the FAR EAST, 
in order to function successfully the primary need wes the creation of 
its own network of informers, abroad and at homo, when Prisoner entered the 
Abt. 



Considering the war situation in autumn 44, the overseas projects, 
which never passed beyond the planning stage, were courageous and optimistic. 
They included tho purchase of an Italian transmitter in PEKING; the despatch 
of KIRFEL to SOUTH CHINA or Nil KING, where he was to sot up his own network 
of V-racn and agents; the despatch of ATLCKSRLING to the DUTCH EAST INDIES 
with the same mission. In this atmosphere of idealistic planning with 
total disregard for the difficulties of communications , even '..EUNUCH and 
LEO had visions of going to the FAR EAST, tho former as a Police Attach^ 
and tho latter to MONGOLIA. For specially trained men they wore to roly 
on tho personnel from an Abvvohrakndomi e which SCHSI LENBERG wanted to 
found in order to ensure a steady flow of trained recruits. The outcono 
of all these projects was the trg of two Indo-Chinese semi-agents at the 
AT school of the HAVEL Institute of the RSKA. 

There 3 till remained the recruiting ox" V-aen and agents in G. 
for the ourpose of increasing the quantity of incoming direct inf a. 

The problem was tackled after 1S44 and was as great a fiasco as the overseas . 
project . All ir.'-i.ibcrs of the Abt with socirl or other contacts and 
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£ocruitc;d *./as not impressive, and though there was nov; quantity in incoming 
infra, it lacked tho quality* The .vain f^atur^ of V-roports was gossip^ 
Prisoner voices the opinion that, f. o.» the outset, tho combined efforts of tho 
personnel of Aot VI C if wci\> too amateurish and remained so to the and* 



Aa to the duties of individual . leib^rs in Abt 71 C 4 there v&3 ora a 
poolin^ of tasks than a strict allocation o- work, 3incu Roforatc did not 
oxist. However, later' a crystallisation of defined functions become 
apparent. 



After iSIRAUCK left, Prisoner was acsignod the task of producing the 
monthly a. d inter, i^diat. reports, ’wherein he was assisted with evaluation 
and preparatory drafts by L30 and* also with sifting of daily reports ond 
their collation by Pr JELiST. LEO also handled* scientific analysos and 
liaison with, tho Press, being assisted by iilHCLJBEBS* 




KIKFEL dealt with the collection of infa from V- and I-pcrsons and 
agents} in addition, he was responsible for the Indo-Chinese agents, having 
taken ov^r these uutics frou IIJfER. He \;. s assisted by VILCLCdRLINGr after 
tho latter had organised a registry and filing section which did not oxist 
before Oct i+4 J th^- only Gocu icntnry matter had been a card-index of Far 
Eastern personalities in GjHIANT and abroad. 



5. Situation Reports and z jjr Distribution .... 

Int collected by Abt VI C 4 was cr.ibodiod in a monthly situation report 
in two parts, ai .itary and political. 

The military part thalt with the Par Eastern theatres of war 
regionally: CHINA, BHII., the PACIFIC, and Sea and Air. The subjects were 

treated objectively on v. broad basis and- the infn was confined eo facts, 
without including strategical considerations or tactical details* In the 
last report, published in Mar 45 for the month of Fob, the Japanese situation 
was described as hopeless, if no compromise with tho opponents wero possible* 

The political part contained regularly an appreciation of relations 
between JAPAN ond USA, JAPAN and RUSSIA, JAPAN and CIIUI'TGKING--CHIM , as 
well as a review of tho internal Japanese situation. Tho critical nature 
of the situation was stressed without prejudice, although, with the non- 
ronowal of the Russo-Japanoso non-aggression pact, it was wrongly 
appreciated that a ;roalccncd but still active JAPAN was of mono interest to 
RUSSIA as an ally against the USA than .a totally defeated JAPAN, Later 
events showed this view, a product of wishful thinking, to have been 
completely orroneous* 

Of intermediate reports a total of four was published on tho follov/ing 
subjects: 

WANG CHING—’.rJI and the choice of a successor; 

Gen UGAKI and peace feelers towards CHtRIJCING CHINA; 

CKIANG KAI-SHEK and YENAN Communists; 

Cabinet Changes in Japan. 

The reports, the auaxity of which had i. '.proved with a .aore export 
presentation, were classified as "most secret 1 ' and, according to regulations, 
typewritten and nunbered copies wore distributed against signature to:- 

SCIIdLLEriBERG whoso copy ..as later submitted to 

KAJulElTBRUN^IAl and HELILER, ond possibly 
to HITLER; 



RAPP 



whose copy was circulated for perusal to 
ell heads of Gruppen in Art VI and then 
returned to him; 



0-... ii.'fc i*usl; 

Zcntral Btlro A it VI 



for Dr Gisolhor I'ldSING 



One copy vr a filed with i.bt VI C 4* 

SCrCLLJraJl« gave instructions for tlK issue of a copy to the Foreign 
Offico, which occurred only once clurin, the w;hol^ period of Prisoner 1 s 
employment in the Abt. Dr Blt'.UK wco shown reports confidentially'* , but 
their tc:ct v/as no tiling new/ to him. 

V/hilst no f j recasts were do .ended raid, in fact, on orders fro.! 
SGfLJIISQfJK,. wore not to be attempted, Dr '..USING (Prisoner at CcDIC( DA)) > 
of the Zcntral Btiro Ant VI (originally Gruppe VI A) consolidated all 
monthly regional reports of the Gruppen into a world political situation 
report. Thu sc wore known as tr ..& .0OT H reports, and were documents of a 
top secret nature for distribution to thw highest levels only. They did 
not circulate in An t VI officially, but ..lilSHKr per. lit ted their perusal to 
a few members. Prisoner read so.w of the 'OGIOKT" reports and was surprised 
at thoir condour about th^ prwcariousncsr. of the Gorman situation* In 
one of tho.i pco^e vdth the western Allies was strongly advocated if anything 
v/erc still to bo salvaged fro.: tlie wreck. The reports ‘./ore full of 
undisguised criticise of 1 s foreign policy; in one of tho last 

reports it was proposed ttrt the Vatican should bo asked to act as an 
into me diary in peace negotiations between CEAAu'Ijl and the .cst^rn Powers* 



Dissolution of Abt VI C 4 



As a result of tho incrcasin.. air raids on B..RLIN, ‘the Abt moved frou 
tho Berkaerstr ,in BAIDO/SC £vADG.ADORF to the AANNELID, whCro it occupied 
tho building which also housed the staff of UNTJlitSi lCN Z of Abt C 2. 

This was in Feb 45. Abt VI C 4 ceased to function as a proper unit whon 
ovacuation measures v/civ accelerated in liar 45* Dr IDO with Frl Edith ? 
and the newly arrived police secretary went to M'lPKTUdD.'.TTZ . ICIHFEL, 

IDINGABBB1 and Fr './El NAET wont to BID GASQDIN to remain in contact with the 
Japanese iir.bassy, which had been evacuated to that place. They were 
joined later by two V-persons or agents, formerly employed by Abt VI C 2 y 
(RUSSIA), onc an Estonian v/cmah v/ith the Christian namo of Ilona, and tho 
other a German woman, who wore sent theiv by order of RAPP. Frl ZOBEL 
v/ent to FRANXF URl/liA IN with a departmental recommendation to the local 
Postal Consorship Office. Frl KEITEL was talcon ovor by Abt VI C 3 (NEAR 
EAST) • Frl SOK.DR, although advised to join her family in 
or to go to ivAKlT-RldU'.'ITZ , preferred to remain in BERLIN. Thus Prisoner 
was the only member of Abt VI C 4 left in BERLIN. __ 

On 21 Apr 45 orders v/crc received to destroy all documents and files, 
v/hich v/as done in the courtyard of Berkaerstr. In this connection Prisoner 
loamod from RAF? that a similar otder had .lone out to ILAKTRSDY.'ITZ a 
few day's previously. On thw some clay , with the state' of affairs va^iiv; 
on chaos, Prisoner v/as told to be prepared for a flight from BARDIN. The 
same evening, under EAFP*s leadership, some fifteen cars left the capital in 
a northerly direction, but witrw.-u c ■ definite destination. Prisoner recalls 
the presence of the i'All awing ruefoors of *r.it VI in the convoy: 

Dr SCTL ■ ITZ (personal Ref A rent to ; 

Hptstuf 3CM.AA£A0PF; 

Dr 3CM0'.J T (Oberfeldrichtcr) and 

Obit Dr SCLlWEJ. 



Because of low-j.evciL. air attacks the convoy travelled by night via 
SC-i-SHIN end LfcJCK to TES-Ci W3FJR ST»\H>, whore they arrived on i or 2 
Hay ij-5. 



At TIL-EwDO: 
and that DONITZ 



STI5AND it was learned that KjA’LZH had c.w: 
■,s head of the newly for.acd Govt in FIENSBUriG. 



It tod suicide 
This nev.-s 



/ • 
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7 * Appreciation of Output of Abt VI C 4 

t/hen .interrogated at length on the actual int output of Abt VI C A, 
Prisoner s toted that its work was .overrated* As regards providing first- 
class to higher levels, toe handicap under which the Abt laboured was 

too great to be outv/oighed by enthusiasm* Nothing produced had the naturo 
of a scoop, as there was nc outstanding source of infu* 

Prisoner bolievee that better Monthly reports could have boon published 
by the Foreign Office, v/hcre he prusuaas r.iorc int Material was available, 
as it v/aa never fully established whether Dr Bi&UN inpartod to Abt VI C V 
o very thirty ho knew, Inf:.* from V- and I- sources in-GSSRi/JfT was valueless 
and Prisoner contends that nothing obtained through those channels was evor 
incorporated in a report. 

Bocauso exports prepared and published the reports, siylistic 
iaprovoaent was apparent fro„t Oct AA* As to contents, they constituted 
general Material on Far Has tom events, Military and political, but no 
More. Tho difference between a* Foreign Office roport and one packed with 
sccrot and reliable int, as those of the Abt should have been; did not exist* 
.Too young, lacking the necessary resources and with its plans of expansion 
overshadowed by impending defeat, Abt VI C A was too hampered to porfora 
successfully what had boon envisaged. 
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